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which forms the centre of the principal palace, is an immense pyramidal building,
in a handsome style of architecture; the front overlooking an extensive garden
planted with mango and orange trees, and intersected by large lakes ornamented
with waterfalls. The Dewan Khas, or Hall of the Durbars, which occupies the
ground floor of this palace, is one of the most beautiful in India, both from its
simplicity and from the grandeur of its proportions. On the left of the Chandra
Mahal are some large buildings painted in the brightest colours, in which are
situated the apartments of the king, the offices of the ministers, the zenana, and
the dwellings of the officials of the palace. Above these terraces rises a round tower,
lofty, but small in circumference, and somewhat resembling a minaret, built about
the year 1820. At a short distance to the east of the Chandra Mahal is the
observatory, constructed by the great Jey Sing. It is not, as one might suppose,
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a building containing the instruments necessary for astronomical studies; in
truth it is a large courtyard filled with structures which supported the immense
instruments invented by the king. It is difficult to imagine anything more
grotesque or strange-looking than the gigantic dials, the copper wheels suspended
between marble columns, and the walls built in eccentric curves and excrescences ;
the whole looking like a scene of enchantment

With what astonishment must the ignorant courtiers have seen their king
walking with measured steps on the enormous hypothenuse of the great gnomon,
or on a starlight night engaged in his mysterious avocations! The successors of
this learned king, however, have not shown themselves as enlightened as his
emitemporaries; for, instead of preserving with respect these glorious relics of
genius, they have allowed the buildings to fall into ruin, and the manuscripts and
instruments to be removed or lost. These last excited the avarice of Eas Kapfeour